






and have been unable discover anything comparable. Methods used were: structured research 

via the Internet; extended conversations with other school districts, not only around the state 

of New Mexico, but also in other parts of the country; searches during attendance of 

instruction/technology conferences, workshops, and trade shows; review of existing lists of 

vendors in New Mexico, and ongoing review of trade/industry publications; contacting 

educational technology associations for information, and more. 

IX. A list of all businesses contacted ( do not state that no other businesses were contacted), date

of contact, method of contact (telephone, mail, e-mail, other), and documentation demonstrating

and explanation of why those businesses could not or would not, under any circumstances,

perform the contract or provide goods; or an explanation of why the department and/or school

has determined that no businesses other than the prospective contractor can perform the contract.

As described in great detail in previous points in this document, there are no other companies 

that provide the entire STEM-based, high-tech learning environment like the SmartLab™ . Since 

we did not anticipate any difficulties in upgrading our existing SmartLab TM we did not document 

specific dates and times of research when investigating alternative suppliers. Unfortunately, (and 

contrary to the first sentence in this point - #IX-) it was impossible to identify any other companies 

that supplied the entire learning environment; there are companies who specialize in highly 

contemporary interior design and supply furniture and fixtures for such an environment, but that's 

all they supply, nothing more. There are curriculum and instructional design entities, but none 

who provide anything remotely comparable to the comprehensive digital content provided by 

Creative Learning Systems. There are major software producers (such as Adobe, Apple, etc.), 

but their products (included in the SmartLab™) are prohibitively expensive when purchased 

alone; there are the companies who manufacture the kits and apparatuses (Zome tools, Lego, 

K'nex, etc., etc.,), but purchasing any of these independently are also prohibitively expensive. 

Creative Learning Systems has the advantage of having had long-term partnerships with any of 

the third party products and resources included in the SmartLab™ program, and, therefore, have 

longstanding bulk arrangements and advantageous pricing with these companies. 
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1) the signature of the Chief Procurement Officer on this form certifies the sole source has been posted
for thirty (30) calendar days and has received no challenges;

2) the sole source is granted as of the date of signature by the Chief Procurement Officer; and
3) the signature of the Chief Procurement Officer on this form is the final signature required for this

sole source procurement.

APPROVED: 

Chief Procurement Officer 
Revised 812/16 
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May 29, 2018


